
Memories of a close platonic relationship: Macaulay Culkin 
remembers his close friendship with Michael Jackson. 
 

by Anonymous 

 

When the author of Positive Memories was preparing the 4th edtion of 
his work, he decided to remove the memoiries of Macaulay Culkin 
from the book.  

These memories had been included before because the adult friend, 
superstar Michael Jackson did not seem to have been involved in any 
(from the minor’s perspective) involuntary or misleading relationship 
with a minor.  

However, all this changed with the release of a documenary, ‘Leaving 
Neverland’. This documentary rather convincingly appeared to show 
that Jackson had really abused two of his many young friends. In other 
cases, Jackson had been able to demonstrate that the allegations 
were false. Not so in these new cases, mostly because he had passed 
away before the new accusations were launched against him. 
Abused, not meant in the everyday sense of having had sex with 
minors, but in the sense of intentional manipulation of the boys in 
question. 

The author of Positive Memories thought it unwise to retain Culkins 
memories in the book, because Jackson suddenly appeared to have 
been a rather selfish, irresponsible person.  

This would cast a shadow on anything positive MJ might have been 
involved in with children. It was a similar consideration as with the 
author’s decision not to incude the positve, voluntary relationship 
Roman Polanski had had with Nastassja Kinski, the main difference 
being that Polanski had been accused of actual rape under other 
circumstances, whereas Jackson was only accused of misleading 
minors in order to have sex with them. 

                                                         



However, if we focus solely on the individual case, and not on 
someone’s life’s history as a whole it is clear that the case of Macaulay 
Culkin needs to be preserved as an authentic case of memories of a 
platonic relationship.  (Something similar might be said about Natassja 
Kinski, albeit as a case of memories of a voluntary erotic relationship.) 

I wish to stress that though ‘Leaving Neverland’ may seem trustworthy, 
some have cast serious doubt on its claims since it was released. 
However, this is only important for Jackon’s general reputation, not for 
Positive Memories, because its last edition was already published 
shortly after the release of the documentary in 2019. 

 

Some readers have suggested that Jackson and Culkin clearly must 
have had sexual contact as well, meaning that their relationship was 
not a real platonic bond. Such readers seem to be unaware of 
personal affecton that does not need to be expressed sexually, even 
in ‘pedophiles’. 

 

Anyway, here is the case again as it was published  in Positive 
Memories. 

 

We had a really close relationship. We had this understanding of one 
another 
Michael Jackson (1958-2009), the eccentric and controversial king of pop, was 
repeatedly accused of child abuse. One of the young friends who have always 
defended Jackson's innocence is former child actor Macaulay Culkin, born in 1980. 
He is still famous for his role in the Home Alone movies. 

I quote from Wikipedia:  
"Around the time of the first Home Alone movie, Culkin became close friends with 
pop legend Michael Jackson, making an appearance in the Black or White music 
video.  

Jackson would buy Culkin gifts, Culkin and Jackson would go on various vacations 
together (such as to Bermuda and Disney World) and Culkin would often stay over at 
Neverland Ranch for days at a time with Jackson. His brothers, Shane and Kieran, 



would occasionally join them. He was later selected by Jackson to be the godfather of 
his children: Michael Joseph 'Prince' Jackson Jr. and Paris Michael Katherine 
Jackson.  

During the trial against Michael Jackson, Culkin reported he had slept in Jackson's 
bed on countless occasions, but that Michael Jackson never sexually molested him or 
touched him in an improper way and referred to the allegations as "absolutely 
ridiculous". He attended Jackson's funeral on September 3, 2009.  

 

 

When Culkin was 23 years old, he was interviewed for CNN´s 

talkshow Larry King Live. The program was aired May 27th 2004.  

Here are a few relevant quotes from a slightly corrected online 
transcript of the show 

Larry King: What's the relationship you had with Michael Jackson? 
 
Macaulay Culkin: Had or have?  
 
KING: Both.  
 
CULKIN: Whatever.  
 
KING: Let's go with had to have.  
 
CULKIN: He's a good friend of mine and still is. Everything that's going on is an 
unfortunate situation for everyone involved, and you know... 
 
KING: When did you first get to meet him?  
 
CULKIN: I first met him -- kind of called me randomly out like of the blue, hi, it's 
Michael. It's like hey. And the thing is... 
 
KING: This after "Home Alone."  
 
CULKIN: This is after "Home Alone." I had actually met him before I was doing 
"Nutcracker" at Lincoln Center. I was playing Fritz, and he came backstage one day. 
And I actually met him very briefly and he kind of recognized me because it was 
after I had done "Uncle Buck." And so, he kind of mentions something. Then he calls 
me up kind of out of the blue and it's just this weird, random kind of thing. Why don't 



you come over to my house? 
 
The thing is, I didn't react to him the way most people did. Most people are like 
"Michael Jackson!", and you know, he was a god to people. And to me, I knew he 
was a pop singer but beyond that, I wasn't one of the fans. I think that's one of the 
reasons why we connected, was the fact that -- believe me, I call him a jerk all the 
time. I call him a fat head and this and that and he gets it.  
 
KING: And brother (UNINTELLIGIBLE) too.. 
 
CULKIN: Yes. We all did. He was a family friend.  
 
KING: What happened at the house? That's what all the things that people are 
concerned about.  
 
CULKIN: That's what's so weird.  
 
KING: What did happen?  
 
CULKIN: Nothing happened. You know, nothing really. I mean, we played video 
games. We, you know, played at his amusement park. 
 
KING: Did he sleep in the bed?  
 
CULKIN: The thing is with that whole thing is that, oh, you slept in the same 
bedroom as him. It's like, I don't think you understand, Michael Jackson's bedroom is 
two stories and it has like three bathrooms and this and that.  
So, when I slept in his bedroom, yes, but you have to understand the whole scenario. 
And the thing is with Michael he's not good at explaining himself and he never really 
has been, because he's not a very social person. You're talking about someone who 
has been sheltered and sheltering himself also for the last like 30 years. And so, he's 
not very good at communicating to people and not good at conveying what he's 
actually trying to say to you. And so, when he says something like that to people -- he 
doesn't quite understand why people react the way that they do.  
 
KING: Why do you think he likes young people so much?  
 
CULKIN: Because the same reason why he liked me, was the fact that I didn't care 
who he was. That was the thing. I talked to him like he was a normal human being 
and kids do that to him because he's Michael Jackson the pop singer, but he's not the 



God, the "king of pop" or anything like that. He's just a guy who is actually very kid-
like himself and wants to go out there and wants to play video games with you and 
things like that.  
 
KING: Did your parents encourage it?  
 
CULKIN: They weren't against it. It wasn't like they encouraged it or pushing me 
upon it. I wanted to hang out with him and they were fine.  
 
KING: What do you make of what he's going through now?  
 
CULKIN: Like I said, it's unfortunate, and you know, it's a circus right now.  
 
KING: Do you think it's a bad rap?  
 
CULKIN: You know, I think so. Yes. Listen, look what happened the first time this 
happened to him. If someone had done something like that to my kid, I wouldn't 
settle for some money. I'd make sure the guy was in jail.  
It just really goes to show as soon as they got the money and they ran. I mean, that's 
what really what happened the first time. And so I don't know. It's a little crazy and I 
kind of have taken a step back from the whole thing, because it is a bit of a circus. 
And you know, if the same thing was happening to me, I wouldn't want to drag him 
into it and vice versa.  
So I try my best to take a distance from it, but like I said he is still a friend of mine.  
 
KING: If they asked you to be a character witness, would you appear?  

CULKIN: I guess so, but probably not. Like I said, it's crazy, and I don't really want 
to be a part of it.  
 
KING: You like him.  
 
CULKIN: I like him and he's a friend of mine. I'm not saying I wouldn't do 
something like it. It hasn't been brought up to me and I don't think he'd want me to 
either. Just because, like I said, if the same thing was happening to me... 
 
KING: What reaction has happened to you from all of this?  
 
CULKIN: What do you mean?  
 
KING: Do people inquire of you a lot about it?  



 
CULKIN: Sometimes. You know, people always have their opinions. It's funny. 
People always talk to me about him, because you know, I'm one of these people who 
will tell you anything about my life, really, to get me going. You know, so yeah, I 
mean, I've openly and freely talked about him and stuff like that. But overall, you 
know, he's just a good friend of mine.  
 
KING: You wish him well. 
 
CULKIN: Of course I do. "  
 
Not long after his first interview about Jackson, Culkin took the stand during 
Jackson's criminal trial to defend his childhood pal.  
During the trial, Culkin reported that Michael Jackson "never" sexually molested him 
or touched him in an improper way when he was still a child star. 
Referring to the allegations at the time as "absolutely ridiculous," Culkin summarized 
staying at Neverland Ranch as "good old fun." 

From the CNN-website  
< http://edition.cnn.com/2005/LAW/05/11/jackson.trial/index.html >:  

Culkin acknowledged sleeping in Jackson's bed a dozen or more times between the 
ages of 9 and 14, but insisted nothing of a sexual nature happened between the two.  

"I've fallen asleep in the same bed with him," Culkin said. "I'd just flop 
down."  

He testified his parents trusted Jackson, were aware that he and Jackson sometimes 
shared a bed and that Culkin's father would even come into the pop star's bedroom to 
wake up his son.  

 

After the release of Leaving Neverland, Culkin did not take back anything that he had 
declared earlier. In fact, his statements were used by fans of MJ to prove that Jackson 
had only had an innocent, friendly interest in children.  

 

  
 

https://web.archive.org/web/20110102133337/http:/edition.cnn.com/2005/LAW/05/11/jackson.trial/index.html
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